2165 .inchestor Lrivo,
Luskepzon, Hichigan
Lecember 8, 1263.

Lear Sisteor Mary James--dearest Alice,

B -, i+, Many times.through the years I have tliought of you and
Joan. I k%now that she is !rs. Lester Curtis but I could never

. find out where she lived, Soneca falls or Waterloo, or Genova.

I knew that. she.came to see Mrs. Mason when she dled and s8omeons

else whom I cannot remembsr, ‘and I thought, how loyal Joaniis: to

" -her Tamily though she heas been out of Auburn:for 8o many -years. -

I always remember her wonderful smile. And you are wery vivid-in
" my  remembrance, too, with your black curly hair and demure ways,
it only seems natural that you are a nun. And Gregory so handsome
and popular - always. Mother used to take Harry end me to your. home .
on“John Street, 8o often, to see your Mother. I remember; it all

" = 80, well. . And your Aunt -Marharet. I am sure she must have gone "

. . .

straight to Heaven for her deep devotion. I'recell your'Father very
-well,~.too, and am sorry to hear-that he died. a few years ago.

¥ Fffﬁriﬁavo been away from’Auburn: 28 yenrs;th6@;3t§§Q$ﬁthisfmohth%andf_
- ...when. some:X cared for have died 1t_haa;not;alwayﬁ”been_pdgsible]

““for me to:ge.’ I suppose it.-really ddesfnotfmqttpr;'but,iggmetimes;
‘could just be there it would help"a<11tt;¢.aQyW;¥;p~.:

| it seems if we

.

S If this letter seems confusing to you now, please bear
with it, as I believe when you finish it, it will be morei¢lear.
" Having hardly any immediate family of my owm, I have loved my: -

. relatives perhaps more, and have a few favorites amongthem who.
have been so wonderful to me (and a few good friends) and I am-so
thankful. Mother died when I was ten, that very same month, and
hor parents, whom yau recall as Aunt lizzle and Uncle Jim Solan,
toome and brought me up. She was their only child., We lived on -

_Tarker street. I am reall TWO generations older than my actual )
nge because I 1ived ec”clossly with my Grandmother and a great ‘doal
of the time I did not go to school. But I was tutored at home, anc
recovered enough te goto 01d Auburn Hi and graduate. ... i - .

; ,-"‘f“ﬁ¥Mr_grandmothér:and hdr sisters weére very close ‘and all .-
‘thedr large families and I knew them all, it seems. She:used ta ..
toll me Her 1life in Ireland, her young 1life in Americn, afnd then -
about her .Mother:(our;great grandmother)dy Grandmother was born in

1850 Jjust after the Great Foamhne and I have great allegiarito ~ °

the County Xildare and’great admirations for The Shaws and all their
. i , . e /’\-—\

-decendeants. . " _ : g :

I havent been back to Auburn too often but in rocont
voarg, I think, I guess I really left & plece of my hoart there.
I never have time to see many I would like to, but I do manage to
seo Somo Og the closest and dearest. ' S ' .

Last July I went back to the funeral of Elizaboth Loushiman
elly, ‘'Mhien otheor was cbout six, wy rrancnarpts tooic and broucht

~ .

0 UMe Sho was Lthen called Lincio and =wwas cbout T ~r sdhen (g o dnc,



-l

o left a daughter cnd 5 srandchilaron. -he secmed like my family
nd I do miss her. :Atthat time I did ot over to g0’ Tolen .son
Lewis. e hod such a good visit, Ielen is so naturnl and sweet,
fa bt¢'on the shy side, but just a darling. I'elen and her sister,
“arraret Ileieck, used to come to our houso so much (of courso the
boys rarely came) and their grandmother lived only a few blocks
from mine on Fitch Ave, !fer déhher and Father always stopped in to
see us when going to see her srandmother Aunt Ann 0'llora. It seoms
that our Mothers, yours and mine and Helen's and llelen Conboy Kinsolla'’
were all about the same age, and close in friendships. Helen Kinsella
43 an angel and I do not think that I could ever tell you how kind
and thoughtful she has been to me. . A

When I was at Helen Lewis' she told me that she had a
wonderful letter from you, and looked for it, but she could not
locate 2t. She-told me about. Joan being over to see her Mother and
so on. So,” yekterday I recdived a " letter from'Holonfand:ahe;pnoloaoﬂ
your letter to her. She asked me if I wanted to write to you, and then
later she asked 4if I would write and tell you about our family for her.
I ddn't have to’ read for into your letter to realize pour deep foeling
and yvour desire to know them beéter. It gave me such a warm hoppy
feeling, I am sure that you will not care that Helen sent your lottor
to me, .I was.SO GLAD to hear from you, even if indirectly.

John and Margaret Shaw lived in Kneknagee, County ‘Kildareo,
near Carlow and not too far from Dublin, I understood her maiden name
was Keating but.EBlizabeth Nolan Carrdal says it wvas. Donochue)7Theh usecd
to go to Church in Athy. Walk 4 miles. 0 yes, I heard evety: dotail, -

I think. If they could not go to Mass they had to remain in their.

room tho rost of the day. So no excuses., They had 7 daughters, no sons.
- Mary, Bridget, Sara, Ellen, Ann, Elizabeth and Margaret. I know ary
and DBridget were the older ones and [liz 6th and Marg. 7th but I do
not know the sequance othorwise.

_DRILGET went to Australia and oblivion. My grandmother
told me that but I never heard any of the others ever speals af hor.

MARY married a Lritish soldiernamed James Dlowes, and went

to India, and she and two in&nts are buried in Zenares.I used to have
that paper around but do not know where it is at presont. 5} suppose
lary was crossed out of tho family Dible bocause in those days cven
to speak to a BRitish soldier was a heinous crime. I have a picture
of our great grandparents and pretty good, too., The remeking five
cdaughtors came to Auburn. Agter John Shaw died (he would not cross
the ocean) Grandma Shaw came to Auburn and lived with her daughters
until she died at 87,of 0ld age. I think 1t was 1896. My grand-
mother tolcd me that she would walk from Parker to Bradford street
and back andforth so you can see the stamina those people had.
I also have a letter that Grandma Shaw wrote to my crgndmother from
Ireland before she left and it. said something about 'why should I be
~fraid when I am coming to my owvm'? T alwayvs met o heart tnm vhen
I .read that,

~ salA, I think she was noxt. She married John Gagan, and

wore vour srandparents. "a died yeuny: and she had to sunmo Tt )
Att™hor, cr-oret. latherine and Jeiltior iroroyeary 'M%wﬂvcﬁ%*t“ﬁ&§ﬁh~t?
fm ’y\_w} C‘-&AA! .)\W jL_AJ/L)'- laro—7 . /Q/t)“{:vy\/. jﬁf't.ax{ = ;
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5o well Dut I nevor «ow vim aain.  Tiore 45 o Jolim karn in upurn
now vhom I met at o woeddine. ‘o is marricd to an "nolort irl ane I

sec idls namein tle :.uburn paper from time to timo., I ®Lnit Joan iroulc
Mow about him. I often wonder if he i35 ntt's son. Your srondfather
mey have been Matthew and not John but that is the way I remomber it.

23N married William O"llora, he was a blacksmith, They
had 8 children, John, Sara Chppman who lived in Syracuse all her
married 1ife, Edward, Eligzabeth slorey who 1lived in the home on Fitch
-\Venuo, and she died two days aftor lirs. llason. Iler dausghteor arion
Hdorey Canizro and her husband and 3 1ive there now.Nellie{(Sister
¥illiam Marie who waw MY Godmother and taught most of her lifeo at
Nazareth in Roohester, and Anna (Sister Mareciana) whe was a nun for
65 yoars and died Just a ocouple of years ago, and 'Mary who married
Joseph Keonan and had ne family. She was a redhead and one of ny
favorites. - Ann was Ilelen Lewis grandmother.ilelen sister largaret
Heleock 1lives in Southfield, Micigan but that 4is near Detroit and
all acrossa the state from me. I am right on Lake Mich in western
stateMichigan, right across from Milwaukee, I am nearsr to Chicasro

{175 miles)than Detroit.

o » ELLEN married James Dempsey a widower with throe- children,
I anly knew Lucy and Christina {(Mother's age) one of Luoy's grandsons
.48 Fr. Charlest Major of the Syracuse diocaeso and is the image of
Lucy. Ellen, 1like my grandmother, had one -daughter, ilargaroct,
She married Edward Conboy and had 9 children. She is 87, not too well,
has boen in the hospital several timas this year, 18 there now. She
1s a gallant lady I think, She has three or four Greet grandchildron.
llor ohildren are llelen Conboy Kinsella, Frances who died younz but is
still remembered, Mildrod Emlay who was in my classes in old St. Mary's
thon Phil, whom you say was in Yours, Phil has 7 children, tho ileverenc
:ibhhel ¥, Conboywho was ordained June 2, 1962 and is at loly Trinity
in Webster, NY., We went back for his First Hsss and dinner, It was
simply wonderful, over 200 at the dinner. That 4s a special and
separate story which I shall tell you at another time, le is tall,
hzndsome and a real Irish type with DLlue eyes and blaclk hair and Tosy
choeks, but most of: all, eompletely dedicated to His servico. Phil
is with the State D _partment of Corrections in the Auburn office and
guite a civie figurg, also aoctive in Cath, cirocles. le is past Grand
inight, Past Exalted Ruler of thae Elks, present State VD of. Elks
and I dont know what all., I very often see his piocture in the Auburn
paper which I have taken since almost all the time sine I lert,
Tho noxt of Phil's is Martin, a Navy carcor man 1vins in Tal. and
5 sistters Margaret, Mary, Marcella, Marocia, down te Maureen in IS,
Fhil"s brother Joseph is Captain of Police in Auburn, and Charles
is an electrician in the Fire D,pt. Catherine is an RN, married Dr,
Vincent IZull of Syracuse, and then the twins, llarion Yurco, and
Virginia Cornall., Virginia lives next to her ''othar and is a widow,
lost her husband at 49, two years ago. All have families. .

1 romember that I used to go up to the Conboy home on .
Sradford street, they had a bis house, and lots of children,6Jor 7
then, and lots of oxcitement and how I loved it. iunt Cllenlived
with thom. She was a larre wvoman, full of fun, and "edspitality,
~he ~lways secmed to rea enjoyment in having the childron aroimnc

or. Jor the nmiost mart the Tononys areo extroverts and interostoed




oo, o

2 so nany things. So that is how you and I are relatec to the
Jonboys, in the same degree. ‘

TLIZAGETH, married James Nolan, and Yother was their only
child. She wms always called Lillie. I have never had a nickname anc
have always resisted one., Giother was lirs. Conboy ' s bridesmaid.

There was Jjust larry (llenry J. Lozon, Jr) and me., Ille dé&d at 9,

of tyﬂbid, 18 months after Mother. You mention being at someone's
deathbed in approx. 3915. DMother died in 1913, She was 111 Tues to

Sat in diabetic coma. It may have been her whom you saw since she

would have been unable to take anything to drink or food. loor lother
was 37. My father was a pollceman and when he was not at home, we woulcd
talk in the evenings and I would love to comb her long black hair.

I' remember her ‘well,--5¢-do many others. who often speak of her to mo
when I am in Auburn. Father died in 1923, I lost them all before I

was 20, ’

~-332¢488F-married Daniel Nolan (no relation to my gfand-
father). They had 4, Margaret Alnutt, Williom (married, no family) .
Jack who died in the 1918 flu epidemic after one day 1llness. IH,s
widow remarried and lives 4in Cleveland, and I hear of her once in
_auh;le thru RuthAlnutt Siddall. And also BEllzabeth Nolan who married
"Leo Carroll. She is 72, looks muoh younger despite a oancer operation,
. She is a widow and lives with her daughter and two grand children.
Rathey they 1live with her. Her son, Jim, who had been a soeminarian
at lloly Cross at Notre Dame was one of the first pilotx killed
in WW2, even before the fire broko out, I thinkhe wasin a training
program, Margaret Nolan Alnutt had 7 and Ruth is the cldest and
her next sister is Evelyn. Ruth is an RN and a rechead and we
have clways been close. She has 4 and 10 grand e¢hildren. She and
ber husbend went to Cel this sumer. Gvass they want ta live thars
when he stops workinz but ehe is only 57 w0 I thirnk Yhey ers rot nolrs
very soon, iler oldest son was killed in ‘Camillus when he wes t.ome
on his first visit after navybooot ttaining. nuth was terribly hurt,
compound - Jaw fractures, and I dont know what all, but she has recovereaec
quito well. e are gocparents to Jim her othor son. She has two zirls.
if you care to know ore there is5& more and one of her brothers had
1.3 children. . =

_ I just looked over your letter and wanted to acd that when
Nother died, Lucy Major and Margarot Mason (tlelen's Mother) came

and. bathed ‘Mother as they did in those deys before burial preparations,
and I vaguely recall that Sr. Gregory was in the City. 1 wonder if your
Aunt Margaret Gagan may have come:to. It is quite a tribute to the :
original largaret Shaw that thore are so many. Hargarets in her decendans

isnt 1t}

“hon' I am 4in Auburn, I am askod "how do you remember?”
Sut Sister Mary Jamsxremembers, too.

, Nowdays it seems, that you are not suppoged tq‘talk anut
the old and precious days, oT anything that might 'date one., <0
nany are unable to recall things I know they know.

€2

I ave writton at length out of love and it sas Leon i J0Y
j = 3 e winted e 7 Lhhese
to write this letster eenune = lenow that &L I hoo wminted to Tnow ase
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things about the x-mnc‘erg’gi‘mws, I Xknow von would T:mve bHeen forcr fa
tell ije. L o not type vory otten and have made cuito o fow nistaizos
but Ido not think you will mind, that on ~ro “ore interested in

the conteont than the typing, and othrwise I would not have been

able to write so much,

. Years ago llelen Melvin Pike who was an exceutive in
Girl Scouting in Fhiladelphia, (Germantown) told me that she
happenced to show you her memory book and you saw n item in about
me and told her that we are related. Illelen and I started in the
first grade together and thoush I was out of school from time to
time we graduated from Hi together. She lives in Union Springs,
Barried late 4in '1ife, has a boy 1L, I shall be“writing to her
in a few days and she will be delighted to hear of you.

I am well and hope you are. I have lived in 8 states ancd
many cities since I left Auburn. I married in 1930. 3111 was born
in Auburn too though he was in Chiocago with his parents and returnec
to Auburn when we married., lle works for Continental Motors corp.
makers of all type air craft engines. Unfortunately we havexrak
no children but we do not understand all the whys and whorefores of
life. We came here in 1943, wero away a year or so in the late l0s,
but returned in 1950, .

I am so glad you remembered me as I have often thought of
you and Joan. If thereasrse any questions,bbesmmre to ask,andd if
I can I shall gladly answer you. '

Ploase give my love to Joan and keop o big share for
yourself and 1f- I can find her address I want to see her whon I
em able to come east again.

Most sincerely, your cousin,
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